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The army then marched a little south of Mesembria and
seized Axillo * and then, in the reverse direction north of
that town, Lemona * opening its gates to them. Two small
garrisons were placed there under Pierre Vibodi and An-
toine de Champagne. Hitherto, the campaign had been so
easy that some of the younger knights who were not present
at the attack on Lemona hungered for an opportunity to
prove their valour. Therefore, single-handed, they planned
to surprise an exceptionally well-fortified castle known as
Colocastro. In this, they failed with a loss of five knights
and ten squires. The older generation in the army then
organized a more formidable attack and the fort succumbed,
its inhabitants were massacred and its government was
transferred to the Greeks.3 The next point in the cam-
paign was at Varna, the greatest and strongest of the Bul-
garian towns on the Black Sea. Owing to its situation at
a considerable distance from the field of Latin operations,
it was decided that the crusaders should proceed to it by
sea. The fleet arrived in the waters of the town on 25
October. The army landed safely in the surrounding
country and, finding that the fortifications were impreg-
nable, set siege to the town and opened up negotiations
with its inhabitants. Jean de Vienne and Guillaume de
Granson represented the crusaders in the discussions held
with twelve delegates of Varna, and it was agreed that in
return for a respite from violence and siege the town should
supply the army with provisions and send ambassadors to
Sisman to treat on behalf of the Count for the deliverance
of the captured Emperor of Constantinople.4
The ambassadors started on 29 October for the court of
1Dekyille Le Rouk, op. cit., I, 154, note 3; Datta, 127-8; Spruner-
Menke's Atks, Map 88. Axillo, also known as Anxialus, Anchialus,
Achelous, Lassillo and Lessilta.
2 Delaville Le Rouk and Datta, I.e.    See also Chron. de Sav., 311-13;
Spruner-Menke's Atlas, I.e.    Lemona, Limeno, Lymeno, Emmona or Cavo
di Lemano.    The Chroniques de Savoye wrongly place the capture of Lemona
and Colocastro during the period of inactivity while the crusaders were
besieging Varna.    This seems impossible owing to the distance between
them, unless part of the army was left behind for that purpose.
3  Chron. de Sav.9 312-13.
4ib.. 312.